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The NMRA's Turntable is a monthly publication which, like a
railroad turntable, will lead you in several directions on the internet.  
 
This e-publication is a collection of railroad and model railroad videos, podcasts, websites, and/or other
information freely available on the internet that we think may be of interest to you. The NMRA claims no
ownership of this information, nor do we endorse its creators or their websites. The NMRA Turntable will not
promote individuals or their for-profit ventures.

 
A Members-Only Exclusive Clinic

 
from Model Railroader Video Plus

 



                   

Seawalls and Waves, Episode 1
 
The holiday season is here -- and that's a pretty good reason
for Model Railroader Video Plus/Trains.com's preeminent
host David Popp to have a party! As the mini-series plays out
this month, join David (along with other special guests) as he
reveals some of the modeling/layouts projects and quick-
hitting techniques keeping him engaged in the hobby. First
up, adding wave effects to an existing body of water. And
then, enjoy the remainder of the series throughout the
holidays - on MRVideoPlus.com!
 
 

https://mrv.trains.com/series/expert-tips/2020/12/trainscom-holiday-party-seawalls-and-waves


                   

Review: Bachmann SC-44 Charger

James gives us another review of a model railroad product.
This time he is reviewing Bachmann's new HO scale SC-44
Charger, Amtrak's new motive power!
 

  

https://youtu.be/IGwCt9lBJkk


          

Install an NCE PowerCab DCC System
 

The thought of installing a DCC system on a model railroad
sends chill up some people's spines, but it need not be that
scary. In this video Larry Puckett explains how the NCE
PowerCab DCC system works and then shows you how
easy it is to install it on a model railroad. So sit back, relax,
and get ready to see how easy it can be for you. Let's get
started!

https://youtu.be/KeIQlaFPn5E


 
Sensors for Your Layout

 
In this video we take a look at Arduino sensors and how to
properly use them. Sensors are incredibly useful for
modeling realistic automated processes on a model railroad
like block signals and crossing gates. 

  

https://youtu.be/CovQlQsMASE


 
Scratch Build a Signal Tower

 
Whether it is called a Signal TOWER (in the US), or a Signal
BOX (in the UK), this structure serves the same purpose in
both countries. Signal towers once served as the operational
hub at many railroad locations, and kept the railroad
moving.   

The signal box build is finally underway. In this first episode
the presenter takes you through the drawings for it and then
constructs the basic skeleton. In the last series he tried to
show you a real time build in action but in an effort to reduce
the running times of his videos he has edited this to a much
higher degree. 

He has also included a shopping list to go along with the
build should you wish to get involved. Some of these items

https://youtu.be/H2YZ9Q0djMU


will be linked to Scale Model Scenery and are affiliates. 

NMRA-X Virtual Convention Clinics

NMRA YouTube Channel
The NMRA-X is the virtual experience formed to bring some of the
benefits of the organization live, right to your computer screens!

Last July NMRAx held the GatewayX, our first-ever NMRAx Virtual
National Convention - a week-long event that ran every day during
the week of July 12th to July 18th! This event, along with previous
events, can be found on the NMRA-X YouTube channel.

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBbDHVLodgxn8otpnudMsHdQMucCzcTWD
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBbDHVLodgxn8otpnudMsHdQMucCzcTWD


     
NERx Convention Day 1

The Northeastern Region, working with the NMRA Social Media
Team, produced a virtual convention during the evenings of
December 1st - 4th.  The NER had many of the activities you would
normally see at in-person regional conventions, including clinics,
layout tours, photo and model contests, and awards. Each evening
featured a little bit of everything. Like all prior NMRAx events, the
NERx virtual convention is available to watch on the NMRA YouTube
Channel. 

[Editor's note: Don't be surprised if this video starts somewhere in
the middle, or at the beginning. In my experience either is possible!]

  

 

https://youtu.be/bUNTG-KGOWY


 
 

Here is where you have the opportunity to tell us what you liked,
would like to see, and where we could improve on the NERx virtual
convention. It does not matter if you attended the convention, or not.
Your input will help us to develop future programs in the
Northeastern Region. Please take a moment to complete the survey
by clicking here.

 
 
 
 

  

                   

Mole Valley Railroad
 

One of the many train layouts on the Piedmont Pilgrimage
Virtual Layout Tour was Alan Mole's On30 Mole Valley

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LRKJJB5
https://youtu.be/1flsrSTfktg


Railroad. During the video, Alan discusses how he created
his layout which includes both ships and trains in the design. 

Best of the Rest

   

 

Homasote Spline Roadbed
 

Greg Styczynski explains how he is building his layout by
using Homasote spline roadbed on L-girder benchwork.

  

https://youtu.be/bgTt6cckQjA


 

Scratch Building Locomotive Sides
In this video Michael Ostertag shows how he is converting
an S scale (1/64) model of an SW1200 locomotive into an
SW7 locomotive. He also shows us tips and techniques that
can be used in any scale.

  

   

https://youtu.be/XVfdSF9RVNQ


 
Build a Museum Quality Train Station

In this tutorial, Luke Towan will walk you through some of the
tips and tricks for building an ultra-high quality model that
could be a feature in a museum! It's really not as difficult as
you might think. 

This model is in HO scale however, like with nearly all of his
previous videos, the techniques he uses can be applied to
just about any other scale, from Z scale right through to G
scale! 

   

https://youtu.be/Z9EqpzJuy-g


   
Build an Industry with Foamboard

  
Lots of work has been done on the presenter's layout, such
as painting and laying down some ground cover, and he has
also made his first scratch-built building.

https://youtu.be/9q1qaPHe7dI


 
 

Scratch Build Long Coal Bins
Michael McCarville demonstrates building an intermediate
HO Project: Scratch Build Two Long Coal/Ore Bins.

 

NMRA Partnership Program

https://youtu.be/POQ6wETD2_0
https://www.nmra.org/members/partnership-program


 
         

NMRA Partnership Program
 
 

The NMRA Partnership Program is a member benefit that
truly has a tangible payback. We've partnered with model
railroad manufacturers of all sizes, giving them exposure on
our website in return for receiving generous discounts for
NMRA members all year long. Some provide members with
special codes, others prefer a phone or email order, but all
appreciate the additional business from our members. And of
course, our members appreciate the extra savings...savings
that can actually pay the cost of NMRA membership! Be sure
to check back often as new Partners are being added all the
time.  

  
 
 

https://www.nmra.org/members/partnership-program


Division Business Car
    

  

Division Business Car
  

The Division Business Car column appears in even-numbered
months in NMRA Magazine. It's loaded with great modeling ideas,
plus useful information that can help make your Division, Region or
100% NMRA Club even better. The information comes from articles
published in Region, Division, and club newsletters. The best of

https://www.nmra.org/nmrahome
https://www.nmra.org/nmrahome


these articles are posted on the NMRA website. You can read the
entire archive, from as far back as 2011 right up to the latest posting,
by clicking here.

 

Don't forget to visit the Partnership Program page
 

on our website to get great deals and discounts!
Previous issues of the NMRA Turntable are available on the Turntable Archives page. You must
first log in as a member at: nmra.org   After you are in the members-only section, then hover over
Publications on the menu bar, then NMRA Turntable, and then click on one of the list of back issues.
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